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O ver the last few years, multiple 
and persistent shocks have 
hindered the potential progress 

in transforming Africa’s food systems. 
Natural hazards and intense climatic 
events, socioeconomic shocks including 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and conflicts 
are exacerbating food insecurity, severely 
eroding livelihoods, and jeopardizing the 
economic growth achieved over the past 
two decades.

Africa’s food and agricultural sectors have 
tremendous potential, but they are now 
at an inflection point. Business as usual is 
no longer an option, neither in how we 
understand the sectors, nor in how we 
recover from this systemic shock. “Building 
back better” post COVID-19 requires 
embracing a food systems approach to 
policy design and implementation. In fact, 
food systems thinking needs to be at the 
heart of any future continental and global 
strategies for economic growth, food 
security, climate, and development.

Food systems around the world play 
three key roles: they provide food security 
and nutrition; they provide livelihoods 
for millions; and they contribute to 
the protection and enhancement of 
ecosystems. In Africa, policymakers must 
also contend with a set of challenges and 
opportunities that shape its food systems: 
rapid urbanization; high unemployment 
and extreme climate vulnerability; a 
growing but young population; sustained 
economic growth and rising incomes; and 
the transition to a digital economy. 

The complex challenges presented by 
food systems transformation will require 
complex solutions involving multiple 
sectors, industries, and stakeholders, all of 
whom arrive with varying interests. In other 
words, policy-making for food security and 

nutrition must move beyond agriculture 
and food production where it can better 
manage trade-offs and leverage synergies. 

While 2021 will mark a turning point and an 
important milestone in the transformation 
of Africa’s food systems, the momentum 
must be maintained well beyond the UN 
Food Systems Summit in order to ensure 
follow through on the commitments 
and targets that are being set and on 
stakeholders’ shared ambitions.

By combining the definition of sustainable 
food systems put forward by the High-
Level Panel of Experts on Food Security 
and Nutrition (HLPE) with the data 
provided by the latest CAADP Biennial 
Review, the report presents progress made 
in four leading countries: Ghana, Malawi, 
Morocco, and Rwanda. This report—
Connecting the Dots: Policy Innovations 
for Food Systems Transformation in 
Africa—draws on their experience and at 
times visionary leadership in successfully 
moving the needle toward systems-level 
change and transformation. It focuses on 
their policy and institutional innovations 
and programmatic interventions, all 
of which offer a wealth of lessons for 
replication, and scaling-up and out across 
the continent.

With a view toward the UN Food Systems 
Summit from an African perspective, the 
Malabo Montpellier Panel has identified 
a set of actions summarized below that, 
if brought to scale, provide for a more 
holistic and comprehensive framework for 
policymakers and their advisors to address 
the challenges and threats facing Africa’s 
food systems today and into the future:
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Ensure multi stakeholder and multi sectoral coordinati on 
across government departments in order to refl ect the 
interconnectedness of food systems transformati on.

Facilitate evidence-based and guided experimentati on and 
innovati on of policies, and accelerated science capacity for 
technical soluti ons supporti ng broad food systems change.

Insti tuti onalize monitoring, evaluati on and learning for 
impactf ul planning and implementati on

Integrate food systems transformati on into long-term 
nati onal vision, growth and development agendas

Enhance CAADP indicators to refl ect the complexity of 
food systems

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

The Malabo Montpellier Panel has identifi ed a set of actions summarized 
below that, if brought to scale, could have a signifi cant impact on driving a 
food systems transformation across the continent:


